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schools. This department of education shows far less violent
change than the others. Neither Montessori nor Froebel were at
any time adopted in their entirety, and the present system,
which evolved gradually, is, with due allowance for Communist
politics, very much like that used in the Rachel MacMillan
Nursery School plus polytechnisation.
The Five-Year Plan was nearing completion in July 1932
when stock was taken by the Government and the Communist
Party, On the cultural side, as on the industrial side, the achieve-
ments were considerable. But when the entire educational
position came under more detailed review, it was found, though
much had been done, much more remained to be done. The
success of industrialisation lessened the need for quantity, and
it was possible to turn attention to quality. The time had arrived
when the standard of achievement in the schools could no longer
be regarded as satisfactory. Warranted by the new conditions
a higher standard could now be demanded. Not only were there
more schools, better and more equipment and apparatus, more
educational knowledge (much of this still untried theory), but
there were now young Communist teachers and Communist
professors to train further new teachers. The old teachers, too,
had undergone a reorientation. No longer were they actively,
or even passively, hostile. They were now loyal workers of the
Soviet State. Gone was the time when it was necessary to set
children to watch over teachers, students over professors.
Furthermore, there was growing up a generation of youth which
took Communism as a matter of course. The time had come for
a shifting of the focal points of education. Mere numbers and
size were slowly but surely losing prestige. In the process of
change in the search for the perfect method the Project
Method had been abandoned in 1931. It was considered a failure.
Many educationists, including Krupskaya, Lenin's widow,
admitted to me that at any rate part cause of the failure may
have been the inexperience and lack of training of the teachers.
Not so Epstein, the Vice-Commissar of Education. " The
method may be suitable for a bourgeois country, but it is quite